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Communiqué #20 from Al-Qaida’s Committee in the
Arabian Peninsula

October 18, 2004

“...in the middle of the night on Tuesday, 28 Shaban of this year, security forces broke into a
house belonging to one of the mujahideen, the mujahid Issam Bin Mugbil Al-Otaibi in the Khalegj
district in eastern Riyadh. At the time, he was in the company of a group of mujahideen,
including Shaykh Abdul Majid Bin Mohammed Al-Muni and the mujahid Abdul Hamid Bin Abdul
Aziz Al-Yehya. They [Saudi security forces] observed the house even before the arrival of the
mujahideen because they suspected brother Issam Al-Otaibi, who is a known member of the
mujahideen, was there. They began to prepare to raid the house and completed their
preparations [after] midnight, calling over loudspeakers for the mujahideen to surrender
themselves.”

“The mujahid Issam Al-Otaibi—may Allah have mercy on him—rushed to bring the women and
children out from the house to save them. The mujahideen risked their lives in stalling the
confrontation until they could be sure that the women and children had safely exited the
battlefield. Then, the mujahideen clashed with the security forces from the windows of the house
and the roof [until] their killers intensified the battle by using machine guns and hand grenades.
The soldiers on the frontline fled from their cars and vehicles after the mujahideen damaged and
set fire to five of them.”

“Eventually, the battle reached into the hideout of the mujahideen, and the martyrdom followed of
Shaykh Abdul Majid Al-Muni, the mujahid Abdul Hamid Al-Yehya, and the mujahid Issam Al-
Otaibi—may Allah have mercy on them and accept them among his martyrs. Nevertheless, the
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rest of the mujahideen were able to successfully withdraw from the blockaded region and take
refuge at a [new] hideout, praise be to Allah for his blessing.”

“Though a large number of the idolatrous soldiers were wounded in the confrontation, the mass
media has tried to keep this news a secret. Among the injured... was the lieutenant colonel in
charge of security forces in Riyadh... his soldiers became panicked and Allah threw fear into their
hearts. He was injured after his soldiers fled their positions, abandoning him.”
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Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe." - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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