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Anti-Election Pamphlets from Al-Qaida’s Committee in
Mesopotamia (Abu Musab al-Zargawi)
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December 8, 2005

“Your participation in the elections—what does it really mean?”

“Dear believers, you have already witnessed

'L.sL,.\Jl«J-L_«.\ '...t-‘,‘\uw\j s S ey B e el g -

with your very eyes how the joint Jewish-
[Shiite]-prepared constitution was approved
despite all the efforts of those who tried to
reject it. Your prophet Mohammed—may
Allah bless him—has already warned us that
we should be careful not to fall for the same
trick twice. O’ believers, you have already
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elections, and remember that the next world
is more important to us than this current
inferior world of theirs. Don’t miss out on the
next world! You may be wondering, ‘So what
solution are you suggesting?’ O’ al-Tawheed
brothers, our solution is what blessed Allah
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himself had said:”

“Allah has promised those of you who believe and do good deeds that He will most surely make them
caliphs in the earth as He made their ancestors before them, and that He will establish for them their
religion, the one which He has chosen for them, and that He will change their present state of fear into
peace and security. Let them worship Me Alone and not to commit shirk with Me; and if anyone rejects
faith after this, it is they who are the transgressors.”

“At the forefront of the righteous deeds that Allah requires us to undertake is jihad against the infidels
and apostates, and the establishment of Islamic law on earth. This will be completed after we wipe out
the infidels and the criminals. This righteous commandment is perhaps second only to having
essential faith in Allah. Would it not be a wonderful thing if you were fortunate enough to experience
even a single day living in a state governed over by the Quran and the pure Sunnah of Mohammed,
may Allah bless him? The mujahideen warriors who fight for Allah’s cause need your support! Not in
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the elections, but rather in the form of your nightly prayers and steadfast faith that Allah ensures they
do not fail in their quest, and—indeed—allows them to establish a state governed over by the blessed
Quran of Allah and the blessed pure Sunnah of Mohammed. Will you block their path as they attempt
to accomplish this?”

“In the name of Allah... Dear Muslims and al-Tawheed brothers:”

“May Allah guide all of us towards doing what he
loves and what satisfies him. Are you being
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asked to participate in the elections, as you had
been asked in the past to take part in the
referendum on the constitution? Do you know
what participating in the elections means?
Participating in the elections means that you
believe in the leader of the infidels, and what he
has called for. Remember that your mere
participation means that you have agreed to do as
the Americans have demanded. In fact, if you
participate you are obeying the infidel leaders—
Bush, Rice, and Kofi Annan. Do you want to
follow them? Taking part in the elections means
that you do not value the blood of your brother
martyrs that has been spilled all across Iraq in
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order to defend the people, Islam, and the honor
of our Muslim nation. Your participation in elections that are held by the murderous infidels
demonstrates utter disregard for the blood of your brothers. Beware of going down this path!”

“Participation in the elections means that you have agreed to sit down and hold talks with the
crusaders and their treacherous regime. You agree to do this while, simultaneously, their jails are
filled with our brothers. How can you forget the great number of sisters they have stripped of their
dignity? How can you forget the great number of brothers they have tortured and murdered? Did you
forget how many mosques they have destroyed, and so forth... Eventually, they will ask us to put our
faith in their hands and to trust their governments. Those who are truly passionate about their religion
will never agree to cooperate with this! You are definitely among those who are passionate about their
religion.”

“Participation in the elections means that you are actively taking part in dividing Muslims. You will
make it more difficult for Muslims to fight. Participation in the elections is akin to forcing the true
[Sunnis] to follow the path of the crusaders. Let us not forget that Allah has given the mujahideen the
strength and resolve to wage jihad. Allah has made the mujahideen an obstacle in the paths of the
crusaders and the apostates. Do you want to be responsible for dividing the Muslim nation?
Participation in the elections means that you agree to abide by laws that have nothing to do with
Shariah. It would mean that you are being selective about what to obey from the Quran—and this is
forbidden by Allah. Allah has told us to obey everything that the Quran says. Blessed Allah had said,
‘If you obey parts of the Quran while neglecting other parts, your punishment will be not only disgrace
in this material life, but also anguish in the day of judgement’...”

“Participation in the elections means that you have been tricked by the Americans and the Jews. Their
calls to participate in the elections are nothing but the mirage of a sultry day—and a thirsty person
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does not realize there isn’'t actually any water in front of him until he gets closer and discovers the
truth. Those who seek to live in comfort and without any troubles should be sure to have faith in Allah
and hold fast to his laws. Those who have different aspirations regarding their lives are welcome to

await their inevitable doom... Which of these two fates would you like to share?”

“Dear Muslims [and] Sunni people:”

“What would you say about a murderous
criminal who breaks into the home of a peaceful
family, murders the children, strips the women of
their dignity, steals the family’s most precious
possessions, and then tells the owner of the
house, ‘This is my house and | will now go to the
judge so that he will grant me rights to what
belongs to me’? The criminal goes even further
and hands the owner of the house some paper
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and a pen so that he may write down his
complaint to the judge! Would the owner of the
house be wise to trust him? How can he
possibly be wise when the criminal himself plays
the role of the judge as well?”
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constitution, and the elections is just like the -
situation that this unfortunate individual had to N
face. His house was burglarized, children b
murdered, his own honor was trampled over in
front of his very eyes, and he witnessed the desecration of all that was sacred in his residence. After
all this had occurred, he deluded himself into thinking that there was a chance of seeking justice by
submitting to the one who had perpetrated these crimes against him.”

“O’ Muslims and true believers! The situation
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“These days, we watch as the infidel armies attack our homes, destroy and desecrate our religion, and
strip our people of their honor. The infidels do so shamelessly, demonstrating to the entire world via
the satellite television channels everything that they are doing. Simultaneously, as if all of the above
were not already sufficient, they are also looting our nation’s resources. And what has happened after
they have done all of this? We witness Bush, Rice, Kofi Annan, and the Jewish criminals emerge and
call for our participation in elections that are based on a constitution prepared by the sinful [Shiites].
They call for our participation in elections that are supervised by crusader warplanes and crusader
armor and they use the infidel concept of democracy to hide the truth that lies beneath. They expect
us to be satisfied with the results of the elections whatever they may turn out to be.”

“Where is your common sense? Where is your zealous pursuit of your religion and honor? Where are
they?! To those of you who deliberate over the solution, or the ‘alternative’ to participation in the
elections—as those who have betrayed Allah like to refer to it—we say: the solution is clear. It can be
found in the Quran of your creator and in the biography of your prophet that waged jihad... The
solution is jihad and fighting the enemies of Islam. You must be persistent in your efforts and
understand that victory will come when Allah decides for it to come... Defend your religion, and guard
yourselves against falling victim to the lies being spread by those who have betrayed Allah—the slaves



.‘_i. 15 i
© 2005 Evan Ko

in pursuit of fame and power. They will not raise their head in defense of Islam. They will not take
action to save the innocent women from the hands of the sinful crusaders and [Shiites]. Their sealed
fate is more obvious than can be expressed in words.”

Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe.” - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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