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Biographies of Al-Qaida’s “Distinguished Martyrs” in
Mesopotamia” (Abu Musab al-Zargawi)
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e Al-Hajji Thamer Mubarak Atrous

[NOTE: Al-Hajji Thamer Mubarak Atrous was the brother of Sajida
Mubarak Atrous al-Rishawi—the failed female Al-Qaida suicide
bomber who attempted to target the Radisson Hotel in Amman,
Jordan on November 9, 2005. Sajida’s husband and al-Hajji
Thamer’s brother-in-law Ali Hussein Ali al-Shamari succeeded in
detonating his own bomb belt, killing at least 36 people alone at the
Radisson. Sajida was apprehended soon afterwards in Jordan.]

“May Allah have mercy on his soul, ‘Al-Hajji’ Thamer Mubarak
Atrous was a courageous hero and a fierce lion. He and his
brothers got along well and were loyal to Allah. When it came to
fighting the enemies of Allah and his prophet, Thamer was fierce
and courageous. He was blessed with exceptional zeal and
courage. He had great pride in himself, but at the same time, he
was very modest. He was born and raised in the al-Anbar
province. This is why his personality exuded a combination of
high self-esteem and a tendency to distance himself from
dishonor as well as a distinct... respect for his guests and
providing shelter for exiles.”

“You served as family for the pregnant Muslim woman.”

“Your pure heart was full of generosity and forgiveness.”

“You chose to take the path of Jihad as a Mujaheed.”

“Your highly revered and noble behavior constantly stood out.”
“You destroyed disbelief among the disgraceful non-Arabs,”
“So that during a day of hardship, you can fare quite well.”

“The exact location in which Hajji Thamer was raised was Al-Khalediya, the small city... that lies only a
stone’s throw from the largest American base in the Middle East... The noble and courageous partisan
served as an officer in the former Iragi army. However, he quickly adopted al-Tawheed and recognized
the disbelief associated with the Baath Party and its former leader. He then began spreading the path
of al-Tawheed, both on a hidden and public basis. When he felt that he was in danger for doing this, he
fled to Saudi Arabia—only to return to his country a short time before the Saddam regime was toppled.
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He quickly resumed his activity, but this time worked in a more organized manner. The partisan began
to seriously prepare for the event he believed would take place in the very near future. This event was
the battle against the Jews and the Americans. Indeed, he did not even fire a single bullet during the
time that the former regime was coming to an end as a result of the actions taken by... the Western
crusaders.”

“Al-Hajji Thamer was the son of a great family. He was a great, righteous flower that blossomed in the
heart of a fruitful garden. His brother Abu Ubaidah is wanted by the Marines. His other brother Yasser
was held in prison until seven days prior to al-Hajji's death. Following his release, the Americans
began searching for him once again. All of al-Hajji’s brothers eventually committed martyrdom in the
name of blessed Allah. American forces arrested one of his sisters in order to put pressure on him so
that he would turn himself in—in exchange for her release. The city of al-Ramadi revolted and placed
the nearby American base under siege. The operations against the Americans became increasingly
severe and, as a result, the crusaders realized that they had become entangled in a big mess because
of this arrest. Consequently, they decided to release his sister. Following these events, the Americans
resorted to putting al-Hajji’s entire family—including his cousins—on their wanted list.”

“I wish to mention here ‘Bassem’, a relative of al-Hajji, who was a gentle and righteous man. He
worked as a car mechanic, and, boy, did our friend al-Hajji Thamer have a knack for driving cars! Each
time he would drive a car, he would just smash it into another car. When there were no other cars in
the area, he would crash into a wall instead. Thus, his poor cousin Bassem was constantly busy—all
because of al-Hajji Thamer. Some time ago, | wanted to ask how Bassem was doing, as | especially
liked him. | screamed when | heard the news. ‘Didn’'t you hear? What did you say?’ The people |
asked told me that he ‘had become a martyr along with a friend of his yesterday while they were
placing abomb in a location frequented by American convoys.” May Allah have mercy on his soul.”

“Let us return to beloved Hajji Thamer. After quickly adopting al-Tawheed, he became one of the first
partisans to rush forward and cooperate with the [foreign fighters]. You should know that al-Hajji
Thamer was directly responsible—serving as deputy commander—for carrying out two of the greatest
operations that were launched in Iraq during this past year [2003]. The first was the killing of the
enemy of Allah, servant of the Jews, and leader of the infidels, Mohammed Bakr al-Hakim. The second
was the first attack against the United Nations headquarters that wiped out many infidel leaders,
including their top leader Sergio de Mello. He was a figure preferred by America to lead the war
against the world’s Muslims. This war included separating East Timor from Indonesia, and turning it
into a small Christian state. It also had to do with the issue of Kosovo’s Muslims. So, in essence, the
Americans wanted him to finish off the job in Iraq. The Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations
Nadia Younes was killed in this blessed operation, along with many American generals as well. Praise
be to Allah for this [blessing].”

“Al-Hajji Thamer never knew the easy life. He never liked this approach anyway—and not to mention,
he was never lazy when it came to work. He used to leave his family and his children for long periods
of time, but would then suddenly remember them. When he would eventually go to see them, he often
found them very close to starvation. This was because he lived in a house in which no one quite knew
what course they were supposed to take in life. His wife would never leave the house. Since | have
already mentioned Thamer’s family, | would also like to note that | spent some time at his residence
during the very first days of the jihad in Iraq. My wife told me that she had never met a woman as good
and as devout as Thamer’s wife. She said that she would never skip the Monday and Thursday fasts of
every week. The nightly prayers were something that she would simply never abandon. Although she
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did not talk much, she was definitely well-educated. This was reflected in the education of her
daughters. So now everyone should know who the women of the martyrs are, and precisely how al-
Hajji Thamer provided for his family by doing a great deed in their honor.”

“Al-Hajji Thamer was never ashamed of his true belief in Allah, and had absolutely no hypocrisy in his
faith. You would always see him wholeheartedly offering advice to passersby. It would be impossible
for him to step out of a taxi without calling upon the taxi driver to be loyal to blessed Allah. If the
driver was listening to songs and music, he would still offer him advice—and if the driver refused to
listen, he would simply pay him all that he owed and would step out of the vehicle... He would always
convey his righteous message without being overly strict or shouting. He always offered his advice
while wearing clean clothing and used his charm to touch people’s hearts and make logical sense.”

“As for the way he committed martyrdom: following the first uprising in Fallujah that began after the
killing of the four Americans whose bodies were later burned, al-Hajji Thamer assumed leadership of a
group comprised of both [foreign fighters] and [Iraqgi] partisans. Members of the group would spend
most of their time in the desert and around the peripheral routes where they sought shelter and also
attacked the enemy. As soon as it appeared to them that Fallujah was under attack, they immediately
took action to defend [the city]. At the time the siege on the city was first imposed, al-Hajji was located
in the industrial area of Fallujah along with his brothers. Due to the small numbers of mujahideen—
coupled by the fact that the attack targeted a larger area than previously—the Americans managed to
enter the neighborhood. Around midnight, a fierce battle broke out between the mujahideen brothers
and the Marines. One bullet managed to pierce the heart of one of the brothers. Al-Hajji came to the
rescue of his brother, but a sniper managed to shoot him in the head making him into a martyr, may
Allah have mercy on his soul. During the same night, brothers Abu Khattab and Abu Fares became
martyrs as well. May Allah have mercy on all of them. A few days later, poor Bassem was killed too,
and so | just sat and cried at home.”

Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe.” - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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