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Biography of an Al-Qaida Operative “Martyred” in Iraq:
Abu Jaffar al-Maqgdisi (Ain el-Hilweh, Lebanon)

[From L to R]: Abu Jaffar al-Maqdisi (a.k.a. Saleh Raed); Abu Jaffar al-Maqdisi with Abu Aeisha al-Shami
(a.k.a. Ahmed Mubarak, another Al-Qaida militant from Ain el-Hilweh reported Killed in Iraq in April); and a
masked Abu Jaffar appears in an April 2006 Al-Qaida video alongside terrorist leader Abu Musab al-Zarqgawi.

July 2006

[On June 28, 2006, supporters of the late Al-Qaida commander Abu Musab
al-Zargawi announced the “martyrdom” of Palestinian Al-Qaida militant
Abu Jaffar al-Maqdisi (a.k.a. Saleh Raed) in a clash with coalition forces
in central Iraq. Abu Jaffar—originally from the Ain el-Hilweh refugee
camp in southern Lebanon—was considered a close aide to Abu Musab
al-Zargawi and was allegedly one of the masked operatives featured
alongside Zargawi in a propaganda video that was released last April.
The following is a transcript of Abu Jaffar’s video-recorded “martyrdom”
will originally produced in March 2005 and released after his death.]

“All praise be to almighty Allah... To our beloved families, we send our deepest and warmest regards.
Our hearts are missing you deeply. To my mother, | miss you very much and tears filled my eyes upon
our farewell... | tell my father to stand firm on the path [of jihad] and to pray for us. Pray for us to
achieve either victory or martyrdom because | swear to Allah that victory is near. Victory is near and it
shall be fulfilled because it is a promise from Allah. Allah shall keep his promise to us and we shall be
victorious in Syria and Palestine, if Allah wills it. | urge my brothers to follow the righteous path and to
act upon the religion of almighty Allah. You should sacrifice material wealth for this religion and you
should sacrifice your blood in the cause of Allah. For each and every drop of blood you sacrifice,
Allah will raise your position [in paradise] and grant you forgiveness for your sins. To my brothers, |
send this message with my sympathies for you. You should join the units of the mujahideen and
journey to the land of jihad. You should join the faithful group of men who were singled out for praise
by our Prophet Mohammed. You should join the faithful group—the mujahideen—the group that fights
for Allah and fights the greatest power in this world—America, the leader of the infidels. You should
humiliate and destroy America. You should liberate the Muslim countries and establish the religion of
Allah in them. For what reason have you left your countries and for whom did you leave them? You
have left them for [a chance to face] America and the apostates... Our beloved Shaykh Abu Abdullah
[Usama Bin Laden] was the Shaykh who made us love jihad and giving sacrifices. He made us love the
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jihad in order to revive the Islamic nation. Just as Shaykh Abu Abdullah has asked previously, how
can you abandon us when a group of wolves has come to attack us? ...Join the units of mujahideen
and forsake this mortal life. Look forward to the hereafter and witness what Allah has to offer you in

paradise.”

“I shall not forget Abu Suhaib [al-Maqdisi] who was very brave and
used to spread goodwill and eagerness in our hearts and souls. |
ask Allah to accept him among his martyrs and to grant him
paradise. | can tell you that Abu Suhaib participated in the battle of
Fallujah—where America was humiliated—and was able to kill nine
Americans during several battles in just one day. After the battle,
Abu Suhaib met with other brothers under a tree where he prayed
and wept. Then, they went to the river in order to pass across to
the other side. Although Abu Suhaib had a vision during which he
was killed in ariver, he did not hesitate and took the lead among his
brothers. He refused to let go of his weapon while swimming
because he thought perhaps he would encounter and kill more
Americans on the other side of the river. But, he did not survive
and was drowned in the river... May Allah have mercy on your soul,
O’ Abu Suhaib. 1 shall also not forget Abu Abdelrahman and Abu
Muslim al-Shami, of whom | do not know whether they achieved
martyrdom or are still alive and soon will return to us. | ask you to
keep the promise, safeguard the jihad, defend the possessions of
the Muslims, and journey to fight in the land of jihad.”

Abu Suhaib al-Maqdisi from
the Ain el-Hilweh Camp
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"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe.” - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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