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“Islamic Army in Iraq: Dr. Ali al-Nuaimi on the Recent Events”

Audio: “Statement on the Recent Events”
Dr. Ali al-Nuaimi, spokesman

Islamic Army in Iraq (1Al)
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The Islamic Army in Iraqg (IAl) first emerged publicly in 2003 and has since grown into one of the largest and most
influential Sunni insurgent groups active in Iraq. From its very inception, the IAl established a reputation for itself as being
a sophisticated, indigenous, and more-mainstream alternative to Al-Qaida and the Ansar al-Sunnah Army. However, the
IAl has nonetheless routinely used terrorist tactics as part and parcel of its military operations. In November 2003, the IAI
organized and videotaped a shoulder-fired surface-to-air missile attack on a
DHL Airbus A300 leaving from Baghdad International Airport. In April 2005,
the IAl organized and videotaped a shoulder-fired surface-to-air missile
attack on a civilian Blackwater Mi-8 helicopter twelve miles north of
Baghdad. The video showed IAl personnel summarily executing the lone
survivor of the crash, co-pilot Lyubomir Kostov. Between 2003 and 2006,
the IAlI has admitted responsibility or has been otherwise implicated in the )
kidnapping and abduction of nearly a dozen foreign civilians in Irag. e s e ey

For the length of its existence, the IAl has maintained an awkward el a5 sy i i
détente with Al-Qaida forces in Irag. While the group has conducted & “‘*“f‘_f?“f‘f”?‘__ '
occasional joint operations with Al-Qaida since at least mid-2004, the 1Al -
has—in the past—carefully distanced itself from some of Al-Qaida’s more
controversial irredentist positions. When Al-Qaida threatened to kill any
Iragi—Sunni or Shiite—who dared to participate in U.S.-sponsored national
elections, the IAl issued a communiqué in late 2006 along with other
insurgent groups clarifying, “we are not against any proposals which
extract our nation from its present ordeal provided that they do not interfere
with our Shariah Law... and are not empty media slogans.” In recent :
weeks, the occasional partnership between Al-Qaida and the IAl has broken gy M B g B e
down into quarreling and internecine score-settling. On April 5, the IAl fired A SR S
off a public volley of contempt for Al-Qaida, its Islamic State, and its leader
Abu Omar al-Baghdadi—-accusing the ISI of threatening other insurgents
with death if they refused to swear allegiance to the ISI, and the resulting
fratricide of at least thirty fellow Sunni militants from other groups (such as the 1920 Revolution Brigades, the Mujahideen
Army, and Ansar al-Sunnah). The IAl even directed an appeal straight to Al-Qaida leader Usama Bin Laden in Afghanistan,
urging him to personally look into these allegations and “correct the path” of Al-Qaida’s leaders in Iraq.
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April 5 statement condemning
Al-Qaida and its leadership in Iraq

‘...The conflict between the IAl and the Al-Qaida network (and its various other assorted names) began
many years ago when they blew up the houses of four of our brothers in the Al-Yusifiyah area and killed
others in Ramadi, Ishaqi, Taji, Haditha, Khalis, and many other places. As a result of these actions [by Al-
Qaida], more than 40 brothers from the 1Al were killed. Their crimes also included kidnapping operations,
robberies, and establishing laws and rules that were unfair towards the organization [1Al] and its leaders.
Despite all this, we were patient and exhibited restraint and availed ourselves of all legal means, including
witness testimony, presenting evidence, and directly contacting their officials—among other things—to
stop their actions. We also published several official statements regarding the subject but still they
targeted the Sunni people, killing them and attacking their homes and their gathering places. These
actions have had a negative impact on the entire situation and have turned Sunni urban centers into ghost
towns. Also, many of the people who used to assist and give shelter to the mujahideen have decided to
stop doing so—all of which has had damaging effects on the jihad and the mujahideen.”

“Additionally, many people have lost trust in the protection afforded to them by the mujahideen. Some of
these people have even turned their backs on the mujahideen due to slanderous speeches that advocated
prohibited matters in Islam and did not follow the rules of Shariah, including embracing the principle ‘if
you are not with me, then you are against me.” All of this resulted in an attack on the 1Al in the al-
Ameliyah and Hay al-Jamiyah areas that lasted for several days. During these attacks, brothers from the
Al-Qaida network attacked brothers from our organization [the 1AIl] and kidnapped three of our brothers in
al-Ameriyah as retaliation for an incident where an Al-Qaida network operative was killed while erasing
slogans scrawled on one of the walls of the neighborhood. Nevermind the fact that we had no connection
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whatsoever with those scrawled slogans. Later, they attacked the Al-Maluki mosque with heavy fire and
used the mosque’s loudspeakers to spread their false propaganda against our organization [the I1Al] and
against the Sunni people. They also spread lies about several Imams serving that area and against several
others whose names they associated with the 1Al. In that mosque [Al-Maluki], they shot to death brother
Abu Teeba from the lAl—neither the sanctity of Muslim blood, nor the brotherhood of jihad, nor the
sanctity of that place were enough to stop them from killing Abu Teeba.”

“Then [the Al-Qaida network] attacked places in Al-Ameriyah where 1Al brothers gather and the IAl
brothers fought back. Then, the Americans suddenly appeared but the brothers from Al-Qaida did not fight
them. Instead, they remained in their vehicles with their massive guns attached on the back, driving in
front of the Americans. Has targeting the 1Al became more important than targeting the Americans?
Furthermore, this attack was directed against the Sunnis and their mosques, during which they [Al-Qaida]
killed two innocent unarmed men praying in the Al-Tikriti mosque. During that attack, Al-Qaida used their
snipers, RPGs, and mid-range weapons to attack the mosque. Later on, when the Americans implemented
their curfew in the Al-Ameriyah neighborhood, the Al-Qaida network decided to launch an attack on the
IAl in the Hay al-Jamiyah neighborhood and their attacks are still continuing now even as we speak.
Additionally, various religious militia factions have used the current situation to their advantage by
attacking Sunnis in the Al-Amel neighborhood, but your brothers from the 1Al and locals from that area
fought them back and these battles are still ongoing as we speak. How can you justify your attacks on
these people who are going through the most difficult time of their lives? We demand of you, why are you
attacking the mosques??”

“Therefore, we present our principles to you. First, we are determined to continue our fight in the cause of
Allah until the goals we set before are achieved, which include ending the American and Iranian
occupation. Second, we are standing firm in retaliating against the various religious militias and in
protecting the Sunnis. Third, any attack against an individual from the 1Al is considered an attack against
the entire 1Al and the organization has the legal right to retaliate for any attack against it, no matter what
the reasoning or justification being offered. Fourth, we consider Abu Hamza al-Masri [a.k.a. Abu Hamza al-
Muhajir] and Abu Omar al-Baghdadi responsible for the crimes of their men against the Sunnis and the
mujahideen. We ask them to be just and to follow the Quran in their decision-making process. We inform
you that we follow the Hanafi school of Shariah only. O’ Allah, bring us together... O’ Allah, forgive our
sins.”



