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Communiqué from “Al-Qaida’s Jihad Committee in
Mesopotamia” (Abu Musab al-Zargawi)
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June 23, 2005

“A statement from Abu Musab al-Zargawi announcing the martyrdom of Shaykh Abdallah al-Rashood
in Mesopotamia.”

“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful... All
praise be to almighty Allah and prayers to his messenger
Mohammed, his family, and supporters. O’ nation of
Islam, rejoice in the martyrdom of one of the leaders of
righteousness, scholarliness, and jihad. May Allah accept
our Shaykh—the struggling scholar—Abdallah al-Rashood
among his martyrs. He immigrated and declared jihad
with his tongue and his spearhead, and he fought, killed,
and won victory for justice and his people.”

“The achievements of these soldiers are granted by Allah.
They are the soldiers of religion, [the soldiers who] fear of
Allah, [the soldiers of] scholarliness and struggle.
Abdallah al-Rashood left the Arabian Peninsula while
fleeing from its oppressors and headed to the fields of .
jihad and battle in Mesopotamia where he met his death. Shaykh Abdallah al-Rashood, a former leader
He immigrated [to Iraq] one and a half months ago [late of Al-Qaida in Saudi Arabia

April or early May 2005] by crossing harsh terrain and the borders of the oppressors, and then headed
to the city of Al-Qaim—which was rife with battles and the fight for justice. [Rashood] answered the
call of his creator and rushed forward to seek paradise in heaven, hastening the arrival of victory for
his religion. He participated in the battles of Al-Qaim—may Allah bring honor and dignity to it—and
when the crusaders tried to infiltrate the area, the mujahideen swore not to disgrace their religion. The
brothers became eager to meet their creator and win his blessing and the virgins of paradise. The
enemies of Allah could not overcome the Al-Khair Brigade that Shaykh Abdallah al-Rashood was a part
of. O’ you should have seen the degree of bravery and persistency displayed by the Shaykh and a
group of local and foreign brothers. They killed the crusaders and made them withdraw and flee.
When the crusaders realized they could not enter the area, they decided to bomb the mujahideen using
their attack aircraft. As a result, our Shaykh achieved his wish... the smell of musk emanated from his
blood and Allah granted him his mercy, blessings, and paradise. Let this humble worker be blessed
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because this is the fruit of the labors of these holy scholars and this is their role: to serve as a role
model for this Islamic nation and to be the commanders marching at the front of their troops and
achieving paradise.”

“The martyrs legions were commanded before by Shaykh Abu Anas [al-Shami] and now by our Shaykh
al-Rashood—may Allah accept them among his martyrs and reward them with the best reward
[paradise]. O’ where are the eager people who seek paradise? Where are the people who seek the
mercy of Allah? Where are the people who bring victory for the religion of Allah? | ask you to follow in
their footsteps and become like them because following these kind people is considered an act of
piety. The light of our sun is shining brighter than ever and its light has become a fire burning the
enemies of Allah—and with its light, it guides the paths of the believers. O’ Allah, we ask you to accept
our martyrs and bring us the victory you have promised us. Allahu Akhbar, Allahu Akhbar, and the
honor goes to Allah, his messenger, and the mujahideen.”

Abu Musab al-Zargawi - Commander
Al-Qaida’s Jihad Committee in Mesopotamia
16 Jumada al-Awwal 1426 — June 23, 2005

Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe.” - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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