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Al-Qaida’s Committee in the Arabian Peninsula
Claims Attack on the Qaseem Airport
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June 11, 2005

“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful:”

“A statement concerning the operation accomplished by the Brigade of the Martyr Saud al-
Otaibi.”

“Praise be to almighty Allah, and prayers to his prophet Mohammed, his
family, and supporters. On Saturday, 20 Rabi al-Awwal 1426 [April 29,
2005], after precise surveillance was conducted on three... helicopters
located at the regional airport in Al-Qaseem, the Brigade of the Martyr
Shaykh Saud al-Otaibi entered the airport disguised as employees. They
crossed into the airport on two bicycles and headed towards the
helicopters. Your brothers then opened the aircraft, entered them, and
placed a flammable fluid inside and outside the helicopters, setting three
of them on fire. Afterwards, your brothers left the airport and nobody at
the airport realized they had already come and set fire to the aircraft, even
though the National Guard station at the airport is located close to the
aircraft. They did not even see the flames until the aircraft were already Saud al-Otaibi, former
completely destroyed. We emphasize that the National Guard is supposed leader of Al-Qaida in
to be continuously and fully alert for all sectors of the airport.” Saudi Arabia
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“These helicopters had been placed there in order to assist in the search
for the mujahideen because they carry 52mm weapons that are used to
search for and eliminate the mujahideen. To begin with, [the helicopters]
searched for Shaykh Yousif al-Ayyiri on more than one occasion and
looked for the mujahideen in Al-Amariyah and Al-Lahisiyah. Additionally,
these helicopters took an active role in many of the raids against the
mujahideen, such as the raids of Khidira, Unaizah, al-Zalafi, Al-Ras, and
many others. They also participated in demolishing the mosque of
Shaykh Abdel Kareem al-Hamid. O’ how many times have these
helicopters battled with the followers of Allah? And how many times did
they spread fear among the faithful? And how many times did they
disrespect the holy places of the Muslims while exposing their houses and
sacred places?”

Yousif al-Ayyiri,
former leader of Al-
Qaida in Saudi Arabia

“After the raid in Al-Ras, the oppressors thought they had eliminated the mujahideen and, for the
first time, they placed these three helicopters at the airport in Al-Qaseem. However, they did not
know that Allah was waiting for them and preparing things to harm and punish them when they
would not be ready or prepared. We emphasize that this operation cost us only 331 Riyals
[about $88], thus we have shown you that victory is not achieved with numbers and quantity, but
with the tools that are given to us by Allah... O’ Muslims, fear Allah, fight for his religion, and
prepare as much jihad power as you can to fight your enemies. Work in order to bring victory for
the religion of Allah and its faithful, and to fight its enemies. Jihad is not only designed for a
certain minority while you sit and wait for them to execute the operations, and then you show
your contempt when their operations are suppressed or delayed in their execution. You are busy
with this life, drowning in your inebriation, and afflicted with weakness. Therefore, we ask you to
fear Allah and not to let this life become your greatest concern—do not let the Dinar and Dirham
[local currency] become more important than the religion of Allah. Do not let fear deter you from
your Jihad... fear Allah, believe in him and prepare your tools to fight for our religion. Commence
your operations in fighting against the enemies of almighty Allah because if you do, then the
truth behind your enemies will be revealed and defeating them will become easier...”

“We have purposely released this statement a while after the initial attack in order to demonstrate
to the people how the oppressors hide the truth, even if the truth is clear to everyone. After we
executed the operation, they were puzzled about what sort of statement they should issue. On
one hand, if they said it was a terrorist operation—as they call it—then their confession would
force them to execute a massive security operation. On the other hand, if they denied it was a
terrorist attack, then they feared a statement would be issued contradicting their lies and
supported by evidence. The operation was executed after the Isha’ prayer—and only nineteen
hours after the operation was a statement published, while the media was kept away from the
scene in order to prevent any eyewitnesses to their defeat. They suggested in their statement
that it was [an accident and the fire is being investigated]. However, we ask you, O’ oppressors,
how could it have been an accident when we left our fingerprints for you at the site in order to
prove that we were the ones responsible for setting those aircraft on fire? How could it have
been an accident when we left two bicycles near the aircraft inside the airport? How could it have
been an accident when afterwards you separated off every adjacent aircraft so that if another
accidental fire started, it would not set ablaze any other nearby aircraft? How can you claim all
this when all three aircraft were destroyed? Even if your theory were correct about one aircraft,
then it cannot be correct about all the others. How could it have been an accident when it was
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executed at the perfect time—the same time when your Seventh Cooperation Convention for the
leaders of the Gulf countries was being held, a conference whose only purpose was to fight
terrorism? All praise be to Allah, your suppression of the truth does not really concern us. What
really concerns us is the fact that these aircraft—responsible for fighting against Allah and his
followers—were destroyed... when the oppressor [Prince] Nayif was asked whether there were
suspicions of a criminal motive behind the destruction of the aircraft, he answered, ‘I do not think
s0.” This is the response of an uncertain individual... how can you give this kind of a response
while simultaneously you are supposed to be the top security official? It would be better for you
to answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ with confidence, rather than saying ‘I do not think so.””

“Furthermore, when he was asked if our brother Karim al-Mejjati was
going to establish a cell in Al-Ras, he answered, ‘I think he is dead.’
Perhaps there are those who have not forgotten the incident of Al-Ras
more than two months ago when our kind brother Karim al-Mejjati was
killed, and now we see the oppressor [Prince] Nayif uncertain about his
death although medical reports attest that he was killed. Perhaps now the
people realize why the delivery of the dead bodies of our brothers to their
parents has been delayed—so that Nayif could be certain it was them who
were killed. Some of the bodies of our brothers were kept by the
oppressor for six months or more until he could be sure it was them who
were killed, and this is due to the great fear that the oppressor is living

in—may Allah increase his fear. Finally, let the oppressors and their Karim al-Mejjati,
followers know that no matter whether they kill us, send us into exile, or  former leader of Al-
threaten our brothers, all this will not weaken us or diminish our Qaida in Saudi Arabia

determination. This operation and many others executed in the Arabian Peninsula are gifts from
almighty Allah... Muslims should trust in Allah because he is the only one who will bring victory.
All praise be to almighty Allah and prayers to his prophet Mohammed, family, and supporters.”

Al-Qaida’s Committee in the Arabian Peninsula
4 Jumada al-Awwal 1426 — June 11, 2005

Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

"For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
Qaida's Jihad in Europe.” - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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