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Communiqué from the Algerian Salafist Group for Prayer and
Combat (GSPC)

March 9, 2006

“A Call to All the Prisoners Who Have Been Released from Prison.”

“The enemies of Allah have long resorted to imprisonment, murder, and expulsion as methods to fight the
Islamic call of the blessed messengers, may blessings be upon them. They have also long used these methods
for the purpose of steering the faithful away from Allah’s righteous path... What has recently happened to the
believers in Algiers—when they stood up and demanded the return to Islam—represents yet another chapter in
this never-ending tradition. The apostate rulers lost their tempers and sought to punish the people. They vented
all the anger they had for Islam on the Muslim people. They desecrated [Muslim] blood, honor, and rights. After
the dust finally settled, and the vile plot was revealed, the world saw the full scale of this crime. These were
scenes of atrocities more horrific than the crimes committed by the French colonial regime—the abduction of
innocent civilians, indiscriminate killings, terrorism, torture, the desecration of corpses, mass graves, centers for
torture and interrogation (some of which were secret), persecution of believers, prisons situated in the heart of
the desert, oppressive courts that were established for the mere purpose of oppression, cruel and unjust judicial
rulings, and jails crowded with people whose only ‘crime’ was saying ‘Allah is our lord.”

“When the criminals realized that the country was sinking into a devastating long-term war that would have
serious repercussions—and [when they realized] that they would not be able to escape their eventual
punishment (they may plot but Allah is the best of plotters), they began making efforts to reach a settlement and
resolve the rift that they created. At that point, the voices that called for reconciliation grew stronger, offers for
peace began to appear one after the other, and attempts at seeking forgiveness became common. The release of
hundreds of prisoners is the latest attempt, and it comes as part of the implementation of the law of peace and
reconciliation that the Salafist Group for Prayer and Combat (GSPC) has flatly rejected, and continues to reject.”

“The release of the prisoners has led us to make the following comments: first of all, the salvation that hundreds
of oppressed Algerian families have received is a gracious deed of blessed of Allah, and thus no one other than
Allah should receive credit for it. Neither the president, nor any minister, nor any judge who are part of this
criminal regime know the meaning of mercy, humanity, or justice—let alone the meaning of reconciliation,
forgiveness, or compassion. The criminals know only oppression, violence, and aggression, and therefore the
release of the prisoners is not an attempt at reconciliation, but rather part of a series of efforts to subvert the
jihad. The proposal for reconciliation generally speaking is just another facet of the plot against Islam.”

“Secondly, given that the imprisonment was indeed Allah’s way of testing the prisoners, it was essentially a great
honor that had befallen them, and a priceless gift that will serve them in this current world, and in the next world
as well. After all, the prophets and our righteous forefathers faced similar circumstances. Thirdly, the brothers
who have been freed must remember that their role has not yet ended in this ongoing battle between truth and
falsehood. Their obligation toward this religion is still outstanding, even though they spent time in prison. How
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can they possibly be exempt from fulfilling their obligation when the reasons for jihad are still relevant, and have
recently been reconfirmed with the launch of the crusader campaign against Muslim lands? Fourthly, the
brothers who have been released must not immerse themselves in worldly pleasures, or forget about their
religion. This could bring them to trust the oppressive tyrants, just as Allah has warned us... They must always
remember that their release is Allah’s salvation on the one hand, and a test on the other. Allah uses this test to
separate the righteous from the liars, and distinguish between those who are firm in their belief and those who
are not.

“...The Salafist Group for Prayer and Combat (GSPC) calls upon the brothers who have been released to fulfill
their commitment and join their mujahideen brothers in their efforts to make this religion victorious and
exterminate the germ of disbelief in the Muslim land of Algiers... The Salafist Group for Prayer and Combat will
not spare any effort to release Muslim captives, whether in Algiers or abroad, because freeing prisoners is not
only an obligation of Islamic law, but also a moral obligation that is very important to us. O’ brothers who follow
our path, be true supporters of Allah. Do not overestimate what you have done for Allah, because your brothers
who are lying in wait in the mountains have done just as much as you have, and only complain about not being
able to do even more. We ask Allah to give all of us resolve and determination.”
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