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Communiqué from “Al-Qaida’s Jihad Committee in
Mesopotamia” (Abu Musab al-Zargawi)
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April 3, 2005

“A statement on behalf of the commander of Al-Qaida’s Military Wing regarding the details of the attack on Abu
Ghraib.”

“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful:”

“All praise be to almighty Allah and prayers to his messenger Mohammed, his family, and supporters. These are
the details behind the Abu Ghraib attack presented to you, O’ brothers of al-Tawheed.”

“1.) O’ Allah, attack the enemy and strengthen us.”

“2.) The prison and ots surroundings were put under surveillance; pictures were taken of the prison along with
their dates from our sources inside the prison.”

“3.) The leaders of the attack chose the appropriate time to attack in order to benefit from the darkness and
attack the enemy in the dark of night. Therefore, the attack took place at 6:10pm.”

“4.) The attackers gathered their rockets and ammunition and prayed to Allah for his help. Their attacks were
precise using the Katyusha and Al-Garab rockets, along with Hound mortar shells and 69, 82, and 120mm shells.
As aresult, the enemy suffered massive losses and became frantic, praise be to Allah for his blessing.”

“5.) The points that were attacked and controlled were as follows:

- The southeastern flank was attacked with two vehicles driven by two generous martyrs—may Allah
accept them among his martyrs. In addition, a group consisting of 20 mujahideen were able to seize the
towers and climb up on the walls of the prison.

- The northeastern flank was attacked with four vehicles driven by martyrs, and a group of 15 mujahideen
who were able to seize control of the towers.

- The northwestern flank facing the buildings of Khan Dari was attacked by a group of 11 mujahideen
whose mission was to seize control of the towers. With the help of Allah, they were able to accomplish
their mission.

- The southwestern flank was attacked by 11 mujahideen and one martyr vehicle. They were also able to
seize control of the towers.”

“The results [of the battle]: The martyrs from this holy attack: three martyrs were killed while trying to infiltrate
the fortresses of the infidels. In addition, seven martyrs detonated themselves and went to paradise—may Allah
accept them among his martyrs. Finally, two mujahideen were injured and we ask Allah to help them recover
from their wounds.”

“The enemy losses:”
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“1.) The mujahideen were able to reach the towers and one of the mujahideen was able to cry, ‘Allahu Akhbar!’
from the top of Abu Ghraib prison, praise be to Allah for his blessing.”

“2.) A large number—over 15—of their vehicles, armored cars, and tanks were destroyed, praise be to Allah for
his blessing.”

“3.) Dozens of Americans were killed, praise be to Allah for his blessing.”

“4.) One Apache helicopter was shot down while desperately trying to rescue their defeated army, praise be to
Allah for his blessing.”

“Everything that happened was made possible with the aid and support of Allah and we must thank him. We
congratulate you, O’ those who sold your souls in the cause of Allah, and may Allah accept you in paradise... O’
Allah, you are our guide and strength and we ask you to grant us victory over your enemies...”

“Allahu Akhbar, Allahu Akhbar, and the honor goes to Allah, his messenger, and the mujahideen.”

Abu Usaid al-lragi — Commander of the Military Wing
Al-Qaida’s Jihad Committee in Mesopotamia
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Al-Qaida’s Jihad in Europe: the Afghan-Bosnian Network

. "For Bin Laden's involvement in the Bosnian conflicts, see Evan F. Kohlmann, Al-
. Qaida's Jihad in Europe.” - U.S. 9/11 Commission Final Report (July 2004)
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